“Fish swim, birds fly and educational standards fall”. Did social background influence GCSE attainment in the 1990s? An exploration of data from the Youth Cohort Study of England and Wales.
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A long running empirical research theme within the sociology of education and the sociology of youth has been the relationship between social background and educational attainment. Historically the weight of evidence has indicated that attainment is stratified. Typically, those from more advantaged social backgrounds generally achieve higher levels of attainment than their counterparts from less advantaged backgrounds. 

The Education Reform Act 1988 led to rapid changes in the secondary school curriculum, and to the organisation, management and financing of schools. A major change for pupils was the introduction of the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE). GCSEs differed from the qualifications that they replaced. A new grading scheme was established and all pupils were entered for a common set of examinations. There were also changes in the content and format of examinations and assessment by coursework was introduced. It is conceivable therefore that in the 1990s the reorganisation of schools, changes in the system of examinations and qualifications could have altered previously observed relationships between social background and educational attainment.

In this presentation I will examine relationships between social background and GCSE attainment in the 1990s with data from the Youth Cohort Study of England and Wales (YCS). Through harmonising data from a number of nationally representative Year 11 YCS Cohorts, I will outline trends in GCSE attainment. A number of competing GCSE attainment measures will be compared and contrasted. A range of indicators of social background will be explored. These include gender, ethnicity, social class, school and family measures. A specialized dataset that contains alternative classifications of parental occupations has been constructed for this analysis.

Despite the introduction of GCSEs and various changes within secondary education, attainment in the 1990s was still stratified. Young people from some social backgrounds achieved higher levels of attainment than their counterparts. I argue that gaps in GCSE attainment are sociologically important. GCSEs are public examinations and mark the first major branching point in a young person’s educational career. Poor attainment is a considerable obstacle which precludes young people from pursuing more advanced educational courses.  Young people with low levels of GCSE attainment are usually more likely to leave education at the minimum school leaving age and their qualification level frequently disadvantages them in the labour market. Low levels of qualifications are also likely to have a longer term impact on experiences in the adult labour market.
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Table 1

Proportion of Pupils Attaining 5+ GCSEs (Grades A*-C) by YCS Cohort
(weighted data; proportions in bold with linearized standard errors)
	Year
	1990
	1993
	1995
	1997
	1999

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall
	0.35
	0.42
	0.45
	0.46
	0.51

	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gender
	
	
	
	
	

	Females
	0.39
	0.47
	0.49
	0.51
	0.56

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Males
	0.32
	0.38
	0.41
	0.42
	0.46

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental Occupational Social Classification
	
	
	
	

	(NS-SEC Croxford et al.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Large employers & higher managers
	0.57
	0.66
	0.66
	0.72
	0.72

	
	0.02
	0.02
	0.02
	0.02
	0.02

	Higher professional occupations
	0.69
	0.76
	0.81
	0.78
	0.78

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Lower managerial & professional
	0.52
	0.59
	0.61
	0.62
	0.65

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Intermediate occupations
	0.38
	0.46
	0.50
	0.52
	0.57

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Small employers & own account
	0.29
	0.36
	0.37
	0.39
	0.44

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Lower supervisory & technical
	0.23
	0.29
	0.33
	0.31
	0.39

	
	0.01
	0.02
	0.02
	0.02
	0.02

	Semi-routine occupations
	0.18
	0.23
	0.26
	0.28
	0.32

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Routine occupations
	0.13
	0.19
	0.21
	0.20
	0.26

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.02

	Unclassified
	0.17
	0.19
	0.22
	0.22
	0.27

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental Occupational Social Classification
	
	
	
	

	(NS-Sec 3 Class Scheme  Croxford et al.)
	
	
	
	

	Managerial & professional
	0.57
	0.64
	0.67
	0.68
	0.70

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Intermediate
	0.33
	0.41
	0.43
	0.46
	0.50

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Working
	0.18
	0.23
	0.26
	0.26
	0.32

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Unclassified
	0.17
	0.19
	0.22
	0.22
	0.27

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01


Proportion of Pupils Attaining 5+ GCSEs (Grades A*-C) by YCS Cohort - Continued
	Year
	1990
	1993
	1995
	1997
	1999

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall
	0.35
	0.42
	0.45
	0.46
	0.51

	linearized s.e.
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental Occupational Social Classification
	
	
	
	

	(Registrar General - own classification)
	
	
	
	
	

	Professional (I)
	0.68
	0.75
	0.81
	0.78
	0.76

	
	0.02
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Intermediate (II)
	0.51
	0.59
	0.61
	0.63
	0.64

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Skilled Non-Manual (IIIn)
	0.35
	0.42
	0.45
	0.47
	0.51

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Skilled Manual (IIIm)
	0.19
	0.26
	0.28
	0.30
	0.36

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Partly Skilled (IV)
	0.17
	0.23
	0.26
	0.25
	0.33

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Unskilled (V)
	0.12
	0.14
	0.22
	0.18
	0.25

	
	0.02
	0.02
	0.02
	0.02
	0.03

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ethnicity (Croxford et al.)
	
	
	
	
	

	White
	0.36
	0.44
	0.46
	0.47
	0.52

	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.01

	Black
	0.19
	0.21
	0.23
	0.29
	0.41

	
	0.03
	0.03
	0.02
	0.03
	0.03

	Indian
	0.31
	0.45
	0.49
	0.53
	0.61

	
	0.03
	0.03
	0.03
	0.03
	0.03

	Pakistani
	0.16
	0.25
	0.23
	0.29
	0.30

	
	0.02
	0.02
	0.02
	0.03
	0.03

	Bangladeshi
	0.20
	0.21
	0.25
	0.33
	0.30

	
	0.04
	0.03
	0.04
	0.04
	0.04

	Other Asian
	0.45
	0.52
	0.61
	0.61
	0.74

	
	0.04
	0.04
	0.04
	0.04
	0.04

	Others
	-
	0.37
	0.47
	0.47
	0.48

	
	-
	0.04
	0.03
	0.04
	0.04


Proportion of Pupils Attaining 5+ GCSEs (Grades A*-C) by YCS Cohort – Continued
	Year
	1990
	1993
	1995
	1997
	1999

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall
	0.35
	0.42
	0.45
	0.46
	0.51

	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year 11 School Type (Croxford et al.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Comprehensive to 18
	0.31
	0.39
	0.42
	0.44
	0.48

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Comprehensive to 16
	0.28
	0.35
	0.37
	0.38
	0.45

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Grammar
	0.83
	0.92
	0.91
	0.94
	0.94

	
	0.02
	0.02
	0.02
	0.01
	0.01

	Secondary Modern
	0.17
	0.22
	0.28
	0.27
	0.32

	
	0.02
	0.01
	0.02
	0.02
	0.02

	Independent
	0.85
	0.81
	0.85
	0.85
	0.89

	
	0.01
	0.02
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental Housing (Croxford et al.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Owned
	0.41
	0.49
	0.52
	0.53
	0.59

	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.01

	Rented
	0.14
	0.17
	0.19
	0.22
	0.25

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Other
	0.27
	0.36
	0.41
	0.37
	0.39

	
	0.02
	0.03
	0.03
	0.03
	0.05

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Household Type (Croxford et al.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Father and Mother
	0.37
	0.45
	0.48
	0.50
	0.54

	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.01

	Mother Only
	0.30
	0.34
	0.35
	0.37
	0.43

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01

	Father Only
	0.24
	0.28
	0.38
	0.34
	0.44

	
	0.02
	0.02
	0.02
	0.02
	0.03

	Other 
	0.14
	0.15
	0.15
	0.21
	0.29

	
	0.14
	0.02
	0.02
	0.02
	0.03

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental Education (own classification)
	
	
	
	
	

	Non-Graduate Parents
	0.31
	0.36
	0.39
	0.40
	0.44

	
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.01

	Graduate Parents (either)
	0.62
	0.70
	0.68
	0.69
	0.74

	
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01
	0.01


Table 2 Logit Models Pupils Attaining 5+ GCSEs (Grades A*-C) by YCS Cohort

Parental Occupation NS-SEC 
Year                1990           1993             1995            1997            1999

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gender

Females             -               -               -               -               -  
Males              -0.298***       -0.310***       -0.383***       -0.406***       -0.429***

                  (-7.57)         (-8.88)        (-10.09)        (-10.58)         (-9.97)   

Ethnicity
White               -               -               -               -              -
Black              -0.680**        -0.613***       -0.527**        -0.318*         -0.00823   

                  (-3.28)         (-4.11)         (-3.19)         (-2.12)         (-0.05)   

Indian             0.0608           0.132           0.225           0.363**         0.363** 

                   (0.42)          (1.25)          (1.89)          (3.19)          (2.64)   

Pakistani          -0.491**        -0.235          -0.495***       -0.122          -0.391** 

                  (-2.70)         (-1.75)         (-3.67)         (-0.88)         (-2.83)   

Bangladeshi       -0.0213         -0.0691          0.0795           0.474*          0.104   

                  (-0.07)         (-0.37)          (0.38)          (2.21)          (0.46)   

Other Asian         0.519*          0.658***        1.084***        0.790***        1.333***

                   (2.52)          (4.26)          (5.02)          (4.08)          (5.82)   

Others                             -0.0304          0.161           0.338*         -0.0701   

                                  (-0.18)          (1.00)          (2.09)         (-0.33)   

Parental occupation

Large emp & h.prof  -               -               -               -               -
Higher Prof         0.222*          0.245*          0.564***        0.149           0.227   

                   (2.05)          (2.37)          (4.72)          (1.24)          (1.92)   

Low man & prof     -0.155          -0.238**       -0.0354          -0.294**        -0.195*  

                  (-1.75)         (-2.78)         (-0.37)         (-2.95)         (-1.97)   

Intermediate       -0.518***       -0.528***       -0.305**        -0.519***       -0.396***

                  (-5.65)         (-5.98)         (-3.07)         (-5.04)         (-3.84)   

Small emp          -0.957***       -0.955***       -0.857***       -1.027***       -0.847***

                 (-10.30)        (-10.75)         (-8.50)         (-9.94)         (-8.37)   

Low sup & tech     -0.981***       -1.174***       -0.825***       -1.271***       -0.850***

                  (-8.94)        (-11.24)         (-7.10)        (-10.55)         (-6.77)   

Semi-routine       -1.297***       -1.362***       -1.074***       -1.307***       -1.136***

                 (-12.36)        (-14.15)        (-10.12)        (-11.92)        (-10.56)   

Routine            -1.479***       -1.504***       -1.232***       -1.645***       -1.254***

                 (-12.54)        (-13.85)        (-10.17)        (-13.16)        (-10.04)   

Unclassified       -1.278***       -1.376***       -1.225***       -1.509***       -1.201***

                 (-12.16)        (-14.01)        (-11.03)        (-13.09)        (-10.31)   

Year 11 sch type




Comp to 18          -               -               -               -               -          
Comp to 16         -0.201***       -0.0731         -0.117**        -0.156***       -0.00812   

                  (-4.57)         (-1.96)         (-2.94)         (-3.82)         (-0.18)   

Grammar             2.120***        2.562***        2.506***        2.614***        2.933***

                  (12.95)         (14.86)         (14.05)         (12.04)         (10.72)   

Secondary Mod      -0.791***       -0.715***       -0.685***       -0.541***       -0.609***

                  (-6.36)         (-8.12)         (-7.17)         (-5.03)         (-4.96)   

Independent         2.099***        1.961***        2.161***        1.643***        2.006***

                  (22.42)         (18.51)         (18.67)         (13.99)         (13.23)   

Housing

Owned               -               -               -               -               -
Rented             -0.885***       -0.840***       -0.930***       -0.793***       -0.866***

                 (-13.91)        (-16.16)        (-16.65)        (-14.33)        (-14.82)   

Other housing      -0.451**       -0.0657          -0.170          -0.386*         -0.605*  

                  (-3.04)         (-0.44)         (-1.10)         (-2.29)         (-2.35)   

Household type

Father & mother     -               -               -               -               -
Mother only         0.0828         -0.0659         -0.112          -0.142*         -0.0588   

                   (1.25)         (-1.19)         (-1.89)         (-2.43)         (-0.93)   

Dad only           -0.451**        -0.394***       -0.160          -0.395***       -0.191   

                  (-3.16)         (-3.43)         (-1.46)         (-3.64)         (-1.58)   

Other              -0.471**        -1.083***       -1.114***       -0.590***       -0.353*  

                  (-2.97)         (-7.07)         (-7.43)         (-4.39)         (-2.15)   

Parental education

Non-Grad parents    -               -               -               -               -
Graduate parents    0.584***        0.567***        0.389***        0.423***        0.563***

                   (9.94)         (10.79)          (7.11)          (7.84)          (9.40)   

Constant            0.532***        0.926***        1.044***        1.282***        1.400***

                   (6.40)         (11.29)         (11.19)         (13.28)         (15.06)   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pseudo R-sq         0.186           0.181           0.195           0.165           0.168   

BIC               15714.3         19803.0         16878.5         16376.6         13245.7   

ll                -7738.0         -9774.7         -8314.0         -8064.0         -6500.3   

n                   13786           17266           15310           14208           12433   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Note: Logistic regression coefficients; z statistics in parenthesises.

Table 3 Logit Models Pupils Attaining 5+ GCSEs (Grades A*-C) by YCS Cohort

Parental Occupation RGSC 
Year                  1990           1993             1995            1997            1999

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gender

Females              -               -               -               -               -
Males               -0.284***       -0.319***       -0.404***       -0.414***       -0.399***

                   (-6.92)         (-8.72)        (-10.18)        (-10.31)         (-8.99)   

Ethnicity

Black               -0.760**        -0.579***       -0.420*         -0.403*         0.0922   

                   (-3.24)         (-3.45)         (-2.26)         (-2.36)          (0.55)   

Indian               0.176          0.0784           0.293*          0.275*          0.302*  

                    (1.07)          (0.68)          (2.23)          (2.20)          (2.08)   

Pakistani           -0.647*         -0.261          -0.578***      -0.0653          -0.460** 

                   (-2.52)         (-1.54)         (-3.48)         (-0.37)         (-2.88)   

Bangladeshi          0.383           0.145           0.166           0.496           0.133   

                    (0.89)          (0.53)          (0.49)          (1.60)          (0.47)   

Other Asian          0.530*          0.570**         0.805**         0.862***        1.082***

                    (2.27)          (3.24)          (3.23)          (3.79)          (4.41)   

Others                             -0.0816           0.210          0.0975          -0.131   

                                   (-0.42)          (1.15)          (0.54)         (-0.57)
Parental occupation
Professional(I)      -               -               -               -               -
Intermediate(II)    -0.329***       -0.447***       -0.626***       -0.385***       -0.333***

                   (-3.99)         (-5.78)         (-6.72)         (-4.29)         (-3.82)   

Skilled NM (IIIn)   -0.745***       -0.899***       -0.978***       -0.769***       -0.645***

                   (-8.43)        (-10.93)         (-9.89)         (-8.05)         (-6.90)   

Skilled Man(IIIm)   -1.384***       -1.450***       -1.587***       -1.421***       -1.060***

                  (-14.81)        (-16.89)        (-15.36)        (-14.29)        (-11.13)   

Partly Skilled(IV)   1.447***       -1.521***       -1.606***       -1.520***       -1.070***

                  (-13.06)        (-15.85)        (-14.37)        (-13.87)         (-9.92)   

Unskilled (V)       -1.644***       -1.937***       -1.508***       -1.775***       -1.233***

                   (-9.76)        (-12.61)         (-9.53)        (-10.99)         (-6.28)   

Year 11 sch type 

Compt to 18          -              -                -               -              -  
Comp to 16          -0.193***      -0.0819*         -0.114**        -0.152***      -0.0200   

                   (-4.18)         (-2.09)         (-2.72)         (-3.54)         (-0.43)   

Grammar              2.132***        2.540***        2.576***        2.532***        3.049***

                   (12.45)         (14.38)         (13.26)         (11.68)         (10.36)   

Secondary Mod       -0.837***       -0.795***       -0.701***       -0.479***       -0.679***

                   (-6.41)         (-8.62)         (-7.07)         (-4.28)         (-5.43)   

Independent          2.077***        1.846***        2.034***        1.557***        2.029***

                   (20.81)         (16.93)         (17.18)         (12.75)         (12.89)   

Housing

Owned               -                -               -               -               -
Rented              -0.916***       -0.804***       -0.948***       -0.780***       -0.914***

                  (-13.24)        (-14.13)        (-15.55)        (-12.97)        (-14.77)   

Other housing       -0.482**       -0.0167          -0.279          -0.380*         -0.651*  

                   (-3.17)         (-0.10)         (-1.72)         (-2.15)         (-2.29)   

Household type

Father & mother      -               -                -               -              -
Mother only          0.0910         -0.0813          -0.197**        -0.119         -0.0954   

                    (1.26)         (-1.34)         (-3.05)         (-1.90)         (-1.43)   

Dad only            -0.384*         -0.386**        -0.163          -0.365**        -0.215   

                   (-2.54)         (-3.20)         (-1.42)         (-3.23)         (-1.71)   

Other               -0.458**        -1.131***       -1.098***       -0.517***       -0.567** 

                   (-2.62)         (-6.48)         (-6.64)         (-3.41)         (-2.78)   

Parental education

Non-Grad  Parents    -               -               -               -               -

Graduate Parents     0.592***        0.580***        0.396***        0.436***        0.603***

                    (9.73)         (10.78)          (7.01)          (7.90)          (9.96)   

Constant             0.662***        1.138***        1.594***        1.383***        1.474***

                    (7.86)         (14.36)         (16.38)         (14.76)         (16.70)   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pseudo R-sq          0.179           0.164           0.174           0.149           0.149   

BIC                14260.1         17873.9         15322.8         14941.1         12334.5   

ll                 -7026.4         -8826.1         -7551.8         -7361.7         -6059.6   

N                    12359           15385           13828           12915           11600   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Note: Logistic regression coefficients; z statistics in parenthesises.
Table 4 Logit Models Pupils Attaining 5+ GCSEs (Grades A*-C) by YCS Cohort

Parental Occupation (Male) CAMSIS
Year                1990           1993             1995            1997            1999

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gender

Females             -               -               -               -               -  
Males              -0.292***       -0.316***       -0.403***       -0.414***       -0.403***

                  (-7.05)         (-8.61)        (-10.11)        (-10.27)         (-9.01)   

Ethnicity

White               -               -               -               -              -

Black              -0.665**        -0.540**        -0.413*         -0.381*         0.0778   

                  (-2.84)         (-3.20)         (-2.23)         (-2.24)          (0.46)   

Indian              0.268           0.140           0.354**         0.312*          0.389** 

                   (1.60)          (1.19)          (2.67)          (2.46)          (2.65)   

Pakistani          -0.647*         -0.188          -0.485**      -0.00472          -0.474** 

                  (-2.45)         (-1.09)         (-2.89)         (-0.03)         (-2.94)   

Bangladeshi         0.430           0.109           0.262           0.462           0.104   

                   (0.97)          (0.39)          (0.75)          (1.46)          (0.36)   

Other Asian         0.572*          0.621***        0.804**         0.887***        1.145***

                   (2.41)          (3.51)          (3.25)          (3.89)          (4.65)   

Other                              -0.160           0.270          0.0852          -0.125   

                                  (-0.82)          (1.47)          (0.46)         (-0.54)   

Parental occupation

CAMSIS Score        0.0466***       0.0445***       0.0403***       0.0461***       0.0384***

                  (24.81)         (27.10)         (22.42)         (25.08)         (18.74)   

Year 11 sch type




Comp to 18          -               -               -               -               -  
Comp to 16         -0.178***      -0.0698          -0.108*         -0.131**       -0.0139   

                  (-3.84)         (-1.77)         (-2.57)         (-3.03)         (-0.29)   

Grammar             2.140***        2.471***        2.537***        2.511***        2.993***

                  (12.46)         (13.98)         (13.06)         (11.56)         (10.16)   

Secondary Mod      -0.869***       -0.780***       -0.691***       -0.494***       -0.671***

                  (-6.63)         (-8.46)         (-6.98)         (-4.40)         (-5.35)   

Independent         1.998***        1.801***        1.993***        1.478***        1.934***

                  (19.93)         (16.47)         (16.80)         (12.04)         (12.26)   

Housing

Owned               -               -               -               -               -

Rented             -0.848***       -0.756***       -0.896***       -0.751***       -0.851***

                 (-12.17)        (-13.23)        (-14.66)        (-12.47)        (-13.70)   

Other housing      -0.415**        0.0740          -0.173          -0.378*         -0.664*  

                  (-2.68)          (0.46)         (-1.06)         (-2.12)         (-2.29)   

Household type

Father & mother     -               -               -               -               -

Mother only        0.0897         -0.0910          -0.181**        -0.121         -0.0830   

                   (1.24)         (-1.50)         (-2.80)         (-1.93)         (-1.25)   

Dad only           -0.421**        -0.397**        -0.139          -0.370**        -0.153   

                  (-2.76)         (-3.26)         (-1.20)         (-3.24)         (-1.21)   

Other              -0.452*         -1.145***       -1.117***       -0.495**        -0.559** 

                  (-2.57)         (-6.50)         (-6.76)         (-3.26)         (-2.73)   

Parental education

Non-Grad parents    -               -               -               -               -

Graduate parents    0.465***        0.491***        0.352***        0.318***        0.493***

                   (7.66)          (9.18)          (6.35)          (5.82)          (8.09)   

Constant           -2.650***       -2.176***       -1.613***       -1.943***       -1.267***

                 (-24.11)        (-22.71)        (-15.48)        (-18.45)        (-10.55)   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pseudo R-sq         0.189           0.171           0.177           0.158           0.159   

BIC               14062.4         17704.8         15221.5         14756.8         12162.5   

ll                -6946.4         -8760.8         -7520.2         -7288.5         -5992.4   

N                   12361           15386           13828           12915           11600   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Note: Logistic regression coefficients; z statistics in parenthesises.
Table 5
Mean GCSE Point Score by YCS Cohort

(weighted data; means in bold with linearized standard errors)

	Year
	1990
	1993
	1995
	1997
	1999

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall
	29.26
	34.14
	37.10
	36.57
	40.79

	
	0.15
	0.16
	0.17
	0.17
	0.18

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gender
	
	
	
	
	

	Females
	30.81
	36.03
	39.20
	38.51
	42.73

	
	0.20
	0.21
	0.22
	0.24
	0.24

	Males
	27.76
	32.32
	35.07
	34.66
	38.87

	
	0.22
	0.24
	0.24
	0.25
	0.26

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental Occupational Social Classification
	
	
	
	

	(NS-Sec Croxford et al.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Large employers & higher managers
	38.78
	43.96
	46.82
	47.54
	49.53

	
	0.63
	0.64
	0.72
	0.66
	0.62

	Higher professional occupations
	43.25
	47.71
	52.10
	50.73
	51.67

	
	0.50
	0.54
	0.44
	0.54
	0.50

	Lower managerial & professional
	36.15
	41.07
	44.27
	43.52
	45.91

	
	0.32
	0.33
	0.33
	0.35
	0.38

	Intermediate occupations
	31.02
	36.25
	39.40
	39.08
	42.66

	
	0.36
	0.38
	0.39
	0.40
	0.45

	Small employers & own account
	26.95
	31.96
	34.21
	33.46
	38.42

	
	0.37
	0.38
	0.42
	0.41
	0.42

	Lower supervisory & technical
	25.46
	29.17
	32.32
	31.49
	36.51

	
	0.51
	0.58
	0.62
	0.62
	0.71

	Semi-routine occupations
	22.53
	27.04
	29.69
	28.88
	34.31

	
	0.40
	0.43
	0.45
	0.47
	0.48

	Routine occupations
	18.81
	23.79
	26.35
	25.28
	31.03

	
	0.45
	0.55
	0.59
	0.58
	0.63

	Unclassified
	20.65
	23.41
	25.47
	25.45
	30.50

	
	0.37
	0.39
	0.44
	0.48
	0.51

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parental Occupational Social Classification
	
	
	
	

	(NS-Sec 3 Class Scheme  Croxford et al.)
	
	
	
	

	Managerial & professional
	38.23
	43.25
	46.51
	45.86
	48.17

	
	0.25
	0.26
	0.26
	0.27
	0.28

	Intermediate
	28.93
	34.05
	36.89
	36.23
	40.38

	
	0.26
	0.27
	0.29
	0.29
	0.31

	Working
	22.14
	26.62
	29.44
	28.48
	33.90

	
	0.26
	0.30
	0.31
	0.32
	0.34

	Unclassified
	20.65
	23.41
	25.47
	25.45
	30.50

	
	0.37
	0.39
	0.44
	0.48
	0.51


Mean GCSE Point Score by YCS Cohort - Continued
	Year
	1990
	1993
	1995
	1997
	1999

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall
	29.26
	34.14
	37.10
	36.57
	40.79

	
	0.15
	0.16
	0.17
	0.17
	0.18

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ethnicity (Croxford et al.)
	
	
	
	
	

	White
	29.66
	34.77
	37.58
	36.92
	41.13

	
	0.16
	0.17
	0.18
	0.19
	0.19

	Black
	23.54
	24.72
	27.42
	29.31
	36.00

	
	1.25
	1.12
	1.11
	1.04
	1.19

	Indian
	28.05
	36.63
	39.54
	39.45
	45.33

	
	1.03
	0.94
	0.95
	0.97
	1.09

	Pakistani
	21.82
	25.87
	27.95
	29.13
	33.33

	
	0.98
	1.07
	1.05
	1.11
	1.00

	Bangladeshi
	20.91
	22.50
	29.69
	30.34
	35.07

	
	1.76
	1.34
	1.60
	1.97
	1.89

	Other Asian
	33.50
	37.07
	42.84
	43.72
	48.48

	
	1.60
	1.69
	1.87
	1.64
	1.55

	Others
	-
	30.07
	37.49
	36.53
	40.49

	
	-
	1.72
	1.34
	1.41
	1.62

	Missing
	22.78
	21.54
	28.27
	27.68
	34.13

	
	1.08
	1.25
	1.54
	1.46
	1.20
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